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What’s that pond bug?
... check your identification.

Just point the arrow at the bug 
you want to check.

The notes will help by telling you where the animal is
normally found, how it moves and its special features.

© The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

T
he

Po n d w a t c h Bugd i a lT
he

Po n d w a t c h B ugd i a l

Special features

W
ay

of m
oving

Life
zone

N
um

ber

of legs/tails

Special features

W
ay

of m
oving

Life
zone

N
um

ber

of legs/tails

What’s that pond bug?
... check your identification.

Just point the arrow at the bug 
you want to check.

The notes will help by telling you where the animal is
normally found, how it moves and its special features.

© The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

© Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust



© Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust

Mayfly nymph
Dragonfly nymph

Dam
selfly

nym
ph

W
ater

Stick
Insect

W
ater

S
co

rp
io

n
Pond

Skater

LesserW
aterBoatman

GreaterWaterBoatmanGreatDivingBeetle
Whirli

gig
Beetle

W
at

er
B

ee
tl

es
D

iv
in

g
B

ee
tl

e
L

ar
va

S
to

ne
fly

ny
m

ph

A
ld

er
fly

ny
m

ph

Caddisfly
larva

0

Plants &open water

Fastswimmer

Verylarge... Silverbeetlelarge; Aciliussmaller

0

Su
rfa

ce

Sp
ins

on
sur

fac
e

Sh
iny

blac
k

be
etl

e

0

Pl
an

ts

&
op

en

w
at

er

Fa
st

sw
im

m
er M
an

y
sm

all

be
et

le
ty

pe
s

1

Pl
an

ts

Sw
im

s
&

cr
aw

ls

La
rg

e
sn

ap
pi

ng
ja

w
s

2

Bo
tt

om

Je
rk

y
sw

im
m

er

D
ar

k;
no

gi
lls

on
ab

do
m

en

1

Pla
nt

s

&
bo

tto
m

Cra
wls

Lo
ng

gil
ls

on

ab
do

men
; w

ill
at

ta
ck

with

lar
ge

jaw
s

0

Plants

& bottom

Craw
ls

Makes case
out

of leaves, st
ones

twigs etc.

3

Plants
& open
water

Fast
swimmer

Look for gills
along abdomen

3short

Plants& bottom

Crawls &stalks

Makes air
bubbles, nests in

plants

3

Plants

Sw
im

s with

side
to

side

m
otion

&

crawls
Brow

n
or green;

tails are gills

1PlantsC
raw

ls

Tail very
long

and

thin
-

a
snorkel

1

Plants

C
raw

ls

Tailis
a

breathing
tube

0

Surface

Runson
surface

Long
legs;pointed

beak-like
m

outh

0

Plants&

surface

Swimsusing

legpaddles

Swims'rightwayup'

0

Under
surface&

plants

Swimsusing

longleg
paddles

Swimsupside

down;pointed

beakmouthparts



© Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

Freshwater Shrimp
Water Spider

W
ater Louse

B
loodw

orm
M

o
sq

u
ito

larva
M

osquito
pupa

RamshornSnailPondSnail

Musse
ls

Fl
at

w
or

m

L
ee

ch
S

lu
dg

ew
or

m

W
at

er
Fle

as

Water Mite

0

Plants

Slowslither

Pointedshell, manytypes

0

Botto
m

Se
em

snot
to

move

Big
='Sw

an'

Sm
all

='Pea'

0

Pl
an

ts &
bo

tt
om

G
lid

es
ov

er

su
rfa

ce Fl
at

to
p

to
bo

tt
om

0

Pl
an

ts
&

bo
tt

om

Ex
te

nd
s

&
co

nt
ra

ct
s

M
an

y
se

gm
en

ts
;

lo
ok

fo
r

ey
e

sp
ot

0

Bo
tt

om

W
av

es
in

w
at

er
fr

om
tu

be

M
an

y
se

gm
en

ts
;

re
d-

br
ow

n;
a

'm
in

i e
ar

th
w

or
m

'

Man
y

bu
t

tin
y

M
id

wat
er

Jer
ky

sw
im

m
er

s

Tw
o

main
ty

pe
s;

Dap
hn

ia
&

Cyc
lo

ps

8

Plants

& open

water

Swims

Round body;

very small

More
than 8

Bottom
& plants

Crawls &
swims

Common in
dead leaves and

under stones

8

Plants

Crawls

Makes air
bubbles, nests in

plants

M
ore

than 8Bottom
CrawlsW

ater version
ofW

ood
Louse;

flat top
to

bottom

0Bottom

Burrow
s

&
sw

im
s

in

figure
of 8

R
ed; less

than

20
segm

ents;

larva
of m

idge

0

O
pen

w
ater

Jerky
sw

im
m

er

H
angs

fro
m

surface
using

snorkle
like

tail

0

O
pen

w
ater

Jerky
sw

im
m

er

H
angs

from

surface
using

ear
trum

pets

0

Pond
plants

Slowslither

Shellflattened

fromsidetoside,

notpointed

Animalswithsixlegsturn

bugdialover...

Youranimalisaninsect


